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BENEFITS EXPECTED

• A system of coordinated, interrelated, and

integrated technical assistance will be

offered nationwide; and 

• Employment outcomes for AAPI

individuals with disabilities will be increased

through the increased competency of

agencies and outreach and referral

sources, the improved sharing of

information and resources among disability

related projects, and the enhanced

knowledge of employers concerning this

population.

CONTACT PERSONS FOR MORE

INFORMATION

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI‘I AT MANOA

CENTER ON DISABILITY STUDIES

www.ntac.hawaii.edu
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Robert Stodden
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Project Director
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NEEDS

As the population of the U.S. shifts toward

greater numbers of culturally and linguistically

diverse persons, Congress has expressed concern

over the higher prevalence of minority persons with

disability and documented patterns of inequitable

treatment of such persons within the vocational

rehabilitation process (Section 21 of the

Rehabilitation Act Amendments of 1998).

Addressing this need, the University of Hawaii at

Manoa established a National

Technical Assistance Center

focused on increasing

employment outcomes

through expanding and

improving the provision of rehabilitation and other

services for persons with disabilities of Asian

American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) culture. 

MISSION

• To develop a National Technical Assistance

Center that will increase employment

opportunities for Asian Americans and Pacific

Islanders with disabilities nationwide, in both rural

and urban areas.

• To develop and provide technical assistance that

will result in increased, culturally relevant

vocational rehabilitation services for Asian

Americans and Pacific Islanders with disabilities.

• To respond to the changing

needs for technical assistance

by the population being served. 

OBJECTIVES

• Establish collaborative linkages

for strategic planning, technical assistance,

training, outreach and service delivery, and

dissemination

• Identify solutions to barriers for AAPI access and

participation in VR process

• Provide information to employers and industry

organizations

• Provide culturally and linguistically relevant

training on legal provisions

• Provide educational and vocational outreach to

AAPIs with disabilities

• Assist stakeholders to better understand related

issues

• Develop a corps of AAPI leaders with disabilities

STRATEGIES

The Center will build technical assistance

capacity through the participation of partners

formalized within a National Advisory Board and

four National Technical Assistance Networks.  The

four Networks will focus on:

• AAPIs with disabilities and their

families, represented within the

Centers for Independent Living

nationwide;

• State and local Vocational

Rehabilitation (VR) agencies and personnel;

• Cultural, religious, employer and industry groups,

small business administrations, chambers of

commerce, and other community agencies and

groups; and

• AAPI leaders and experts, including persons with

disabilities, in rehabilitation and disability studies.

The four networks will function as major sources of

input to the National Technical Assistance Center

regarding issues and barriers to be solved,

technical assistance materials and activities to be

developed as well as methods/formats for delivery.  

The networks will target nationwide states and

communities that include recent immigrant

populations living in extreme urban and rural areas

in need of culturally appropriate technical

assistance regarding civil rights, education and

employment opportunities, and disability-related

services. The Center on Disability Studies at the

University of Hawai`i at Manoa (Asian American

and Pacific Islander minority institution of higher

education) will administer and coordinate activities

across the four networks, ensuring the complete

involvement of unserved and underserved

Americans with disabilities from Asian and Pacific

Islander backgrounds.


